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Ensuring rights and choices for all
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July 11- World Population Day:
Embracing the power of inclusive data towards a resilient and equitable future for all
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The World Population Day, first marked on 11 July 1990, brought about the need to focus
attention on the urgency and importance of population issues after the world observed its 5
billion population back in 1987.

This day not only celebrates the tremendous strides in improving population data gathering,
analysis, and utilization, but also provides an opportunity to reassess whether the rights and
choices of all people are being realized.

Over the last three decades, heeding the call to put people at the centre of development at the
1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, the delivery of health
care has improved, resulting in significant leaps forward in sexual and reproductive health and
the ability to exercise rights and choices. Increasingly, new technologies are enabling more
granular and timely measurement of a greater number of people's experiences than ever before.
However, marginalized communities around the world are still being significantly left behind by
this progress, and the disparities between regions are widening. In 2024, in a world of
uncertainty and upheaval, there is a need for the collection of more reliable, comprehensive data
while respecting diversity in terms of gender, disability, race, and ethnicity, and to foster peace
and prosperity.

In a statement released on the World Population Day, UNFPA Executive Director, Natalia Kanem
highlighted that "The strength of the human fabric is determined by its weakest thread." In other
words, if various societal systems function to help those who need support the most, they will
function for everyone. With the goal of "To leave no one behind, count everyone", it is hoped that
this World Population Day will be an opportunity to reflect on the progress and challenges of
humanity without turning a blind eye to inequality, for people all around the world.
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UNFPA: Request for increased contributions to population issues submitted to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs through the JPFP
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On 26 July UNFPA, together with the like-minded partners of the Alliance on SDGs, Human
Security, and Population (IPPF, JOICFP, APDA and AFPPD), accompanied the Honorable
Hitoshi Kikawada, member of the House of Representatives and the current Secretary General
of the Japan’s Parliamentarians Federation for Population (JPFP) for a courtesy visit to the State
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Yoshifumi Tsuge. During the courtesy visit, a formal letter, "Request
for Support to Increase Contributions to the Population Field in Fiscal Year 2025", was handed
over to the State Minister in calling the Government of Japan’s continued funding support to the
like-minded entities working on sexual and reproductive health as well as population and
development.

Honorable Kikawada emphasised the need to strengthen support for Sexual and Reproductive
Health/Rights (SRHR) and population and development efforts. The State Minister Tsuge also
confirmed that efforts to address population issues are fundamental to achieving sustainable
development. Furthermore, he stated that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would continue to work
positively on population and development issues to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
and realize Women, Peace and Security (WPS) objectives.
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Honorable Shizuka Terata, a member of the House of Councillor, discussed with Norwegian
Ambassador and Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Tokyo Office: Reflecting on the IPCI/ICPD
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On 31 July, Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office, along with Ms. Kristin
Iglum, Ambassador of Norway met Honorable Shizuka Terata for a courtesy visit. The meeting
occurred as a follow up to the International Parliamentarians' Conference on the Implementation
of the ICPD Programme of Action (IPCI/ICPD) organised by UNFPA in Oslo this April.

Honorable Terata participated in the IPCI conference as the sole Japanese delegation and was
invited as a panelist to the discussion on Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TF-
GBV). The challenges of women'’s political participation, including those online, in Japan and the
world was one of the issues both the Ambassador Iglum and Honorable Terata felt as a grave
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concern that threatens gender equality overall. The importance of sexual and reproductive health
and rights in all segments of the society, especially to the younger generation, was also
discussed. They agreed to future cooperation with relevant stakeholders in advancing the rights
and choices of women, girls and young persons.
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Sudan: Installation of Solar Power Generation System by the Government of Japan supports.
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Thanks to the Government of Japan, UNFPA installed solar power systems at Bot hospital in
Sudan. Before maintenance of the hospital, women were transported long distances to the state
capital, because they did not have much power and proper sanitation. After installing solar power
generation systems, it is possible to provide stable medical services and lifesaving operations
including all cesarean surgeries in the hospital. Amidst Sudan's war, the hospital accommodates
a significant number of internally displaced people and also offers reproductive services and
comprehensive follow-up care for free.
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Uganda: Launched the Delivering Lifesaving Integrated SRHR and GBV Interventions in
Emergency (DELISIE) project
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Thanks to the contribution of 1 million USD by the Government of Japan, UNFPA Uganda
launched the “Delivering Lifesaving Integrated Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
(SRHR) and Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Interventions in Emergency (DELISIE)” project. This
project aims to ensure safe delivery for women even in harsh environments such as refugee
camps in Uganda. UNFPA provides medical supplies such as portable ultrasound devices which
operate via a smartphone, and trainings for the local midwives.

On 19 June, Japan's Ambassador to Uganda Takuya Sasayama and UNFPA Uganda
Representative Gift Malunga joined the launch event. Uganda hosts more than 1.6 million
refugees, and especially women and girls are vulnerable. They explained the importance of
providing proper medical care and information for women and girls in order to realize safe
pregnancy and childbirth.
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Kenya: Climate Action for Resilient Health
UNFPA Launches the Climate Resilience Project in Tana River County
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Extreme weather events have continually exerted a heavy burden on households, the economy,
and the social vibrancy of communities in Kenya, causing devastating damage through severe
droughts and floods over the past three years. In May 2024, the UNFPA Kenya office launched a
one-year climate resilience project funded by the Government of Japan, targeting over 820,000
people in four counties, including Tana River County. Through collaboration with many local
organizations, such as the Kenya Red Cross Society as well as the Peace Winds Japan, they
are providing protection and addressing health maintenance issues caused by climate change.
UNFPA aims to build a sustainable future for Kenya, viewing this initiative as a first step towards
creating a resilient society in the face of climate change adversity.
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Eiko Narita, Chief of UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office lectures at the University of Tokyo
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On 30 July, Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Representative Office in Japan, gave a lecture on
“Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights as Global Issues” at the University of Tokyo.

This was on the occasion of a joint summer programme organized by the University of Tokyo and
the Asian University for Women (AUW) in Bangladesh. This joint programme concentrated on
two key areas: body and environment, and explored some of the world's most urgent issues,
including gender inequality, poverty, disasters, and conflicts.

Narita introduced UNFPA, its activities around the world and elaborated on the important issues
related to sexual and reproductive health, such as child marriage and gender-based violence,
and its linkage to population and development. The session was interactive where students
engaged in Q and A discussion as well as responding to online survey questionnaires.
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Reports from NHK World Japan, Honda Ayari visited at the Chernihiv Perinatal Center in Ukraine
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On 2 July, NHK World Japan broadcasted "The Crisis Facing Pregnant Women in Ukraine,"
featuring UNFPA Staff Ayari Honda'’s visit to the Chernihiv Perinatal Center in Ukraine. Since the


https://unfpa.benchurl.com/c/l?u=115C6CF0&e=1846BBF&c=142EDD&t=1&email=1nIGKRl3O6v5hjRK53GMjIyIqVMf8zWsNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=5
https://unfpa.benchurl.com/c/l?u=115C6CF0&e=1846BBF&c=142EDD&t=1&email=1nIGKRl3O6v5hjRK53GMjIyIqVMf8zWsNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=6
https://unfpa.benchurl.com/c/l?u=115D2367&e=1846BBF&c=142EDD&t=1&email=1nIGKRl3O6v5hjRK53GMjIyIqVMf8zWsNyIeD9VsXLU%3D&seq=1

Russian invasion began, pregnant women in Ukraine have faced the trauma of delivering their
babies in a stressful situation. This report also highlighted a rise in babies with low-birth weights.
Thanks to support by the Government of Japan, the perinatal center in Chernihiv continues to
provide necessary supplies and care for pregnant and postpartum women. Funding from Japan
has enabled the procurement of medical supplies such as hygiene products, syringes, basic
medicines, and incubators.
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