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April 21- 25 UNFPA Deputy Executive Director (Management) visits Japan
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From April 21st to 25th, UNFPA Deputy Executive Director for Management, Andrew Saberton visited
Japan and met with important Japanese government stakeholders. Saberton met with Foreign Minister
Yoko Kamikawa, where both parties recognized that the provision of SRHR services and the promotion
of gender equality are essential to realize Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and to promote the
Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda. At the JPFP meeting titled “ICPD30: Leaving No One
Behind in an Ageing World”, Saberton emphasized the need for effective and meaningful policymaking
in light of the globally ageing population, and highlighted the importance of strengthening cooperation
between JPFP and UNFPA. Saberton also paid a courtesy visit to parliamentarians such as former
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, Hon. Ichiro Aisawa, Hon. Hitoshi Kikawada, Hon. Karen Makishima, and
Hon. Shizuka Terata. Later in the JPFP 50th anniversary meeting, DED also expressed his desire to
continue strengthening cooperation with Japanese parliamentarians in a wide range of areas to promote
the ICPD Action Plan. Lastly, Saberton also met with Dr. Satoshi Ezoe, Director of Global Health
Strategy, and Mr. Yasuyuki Soma, Director of the International Recruitment Center, and appealed for
further strengthening of cooperation between UNFPA and the Japanese government in both financial
and human resource areas.This year, Japan co-hosted the ICPD30 Global Dialogue on Demographic
Diversity and Sustainable Development in Dhaka, Bangladesh contributing $0.5M USD for this purpose.
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UNFPA Deputy Executive Director meets with Japanese private sector partners
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During his visit to Japan, UNFPA Deputy Executive Director for Management, Andrew Saberton met with
UNFPA's key private sector stakeholders in Japan. Saberton visited Rev. Hikari Kokai Chang,
Representative Director/CEO of Wesley Foundation in Japan, which is supporting UNFPA Cambodia's
project "Pathway to Gender Equality in Cambodia: Safeguarding Women and Young Girls against GBV."
While expressing UNFPA’s gratitude for Wesley Foundation’s support, the two parties exchanged their
views on the possibility of further partnership projects. Saberton also visited Ms. Akiyo Doumoto,
General Manager of Corporate Citizenship Office at Panasonic Holdings Corporation. Saberton
expressed appreciation for Panasonic’s partnership project with UNFPA to distribute solar lanterns to
support women's economic empowerment in rural, non-electrified areas of Kenya, and actively
discussed the possibility of further collaboration.
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State of World Population 2024: Interwoven Lives, Threads of Hope
Ending inequalities in sexual and reproductive health and rights
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On April 17, UNFPA launched its flagship report, the "State of World Population 2024," titled Interwoven
Lives, Threads of Hope: Ending inequalities in sexual and reproductive health and rights. The report
focuses on this year the 30th anniversary of the 1994 ICPD and proposes new perspectives to
addressing population dynamics. UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Natalia Kanem noted that we must root
out inequalities from our health systems and policies and focus as a priority on those women and young
people who are most marginalized and excluded, and stating "while the world has focused on serving
the easiest to reach, we have neglected to confront the inequalities and disparities within our systems
and societies, which has allowed gaps to widen into chasms".

P For more details, please click here.
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Ethiopia: UNFPA signed partnership agreement with ITOCHU Corporation to support project on
women and girls' empowerment

UNFPALF A E7EHAIE. FEEHERAStEEESD
ZOTYINT—X Y hZBiEL. /IN\—hF—2 v TE N =
BULEULR, FEREBEEE. T2 —E % UNFPAICE T
L. SBORREEHE. £RAEXIEBICEHRULET., &5
<. BmEOBI AL T+ EIRKBEEERY 53—
DEEFMTIEBERHELET,
EIFAC7HAEKEEOEHASEGSERET K7
AY 7 kD, OGEDDHBEEEZICADN > T, ERBRDZDFD
ERENEE U TCIMDBESETIL Ty —REnpceenc<E F AT
WET ) ERRFU, PFEISHEKASHOERAEZFY B *
T4 ATFNINEHERRIE TUNFPAEEE L., BRFRMTOE &
TS EICEDTEDESALZRD BN S, FEDRER
CHEICET S HFHOERZHIBELUET ) &RNF U
#UNFPAthanksJAPAN

> FELIFIE5 (HAZE)

UNFPA Ethiopia signed a partnership agreement with ITOCHU Corporation, a leading Japanese
company, to support a project aimed at empowering women and girls. Through this innovative
collaboration, ITOCHU Corporation commits to contribute a portion of the revenues from its sales to
fund the implementation of a UNFPA supported project on improving menstrual health, hygiene, and
livelihood. This project runs in tandem with ITOCHU Corporation’s technical support to produce high-
quality reusable sanitary pads and absorbent sanitary shorts in Ethiopia.

Mr. Shibata Hironori, Ambassador of Japan to Ethiopia, said “I strongly hope that this project will
become one of the model cases where different sectors work together towards a common goal.” Ms.
Shinoda Akiko, General Manager, ITOCHU Corporation Commercial Representative Office in Addis
Ababa, said, "In collaboration with UNFPA, we aim to disseminate knowledge about menstrual health
and hygiene while building skills through sewing training to improve livelihood.”

» For more details, please click here.
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The Gambia: "Period Poverty" - Empowering women and girls in the Gambia with menstural
products
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UNFPA and its partner organisations are manufacturing menstrual products at production support
centres and distributing them to women and girls in various regions of the Gambia. UNFPA also
disseminates information on "sexual and reproductive health" and supports community initiatives to
eliminate insults and stigma related to menstruation. Many women and girls in the Gambia are unable to
afford to purchase menstural products, especially in rural areas like Basse Santa Su in the upper
reaches of the Gambia River, where "Period Poverty" is more severe. Consequently, some girls miss
educational opportunities during menstruation and fall behind in their studies. Ndeye Rose Sarr,
UNFPA's representative in the Gambia, asserts the need to understand that there are girls who lack
access to menstrual health and hygine and cannot obtain menstrual products in the world.
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The Democratic Republic of the Congo: The Government of Japan has supported mobile clinic
and peace-building activities in internally displaced camps.
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In Bulengo camp located in Democratic Republic of the Congo, where more than 100,000 people
displaced by the conflict are taking refuge, a mobile clinic was set up with funding from the Government
of Japan in 2023. It has provided a variety of sexual and reproductive services to more than 8,000
women and girls, including prenatal check-ups, support for survivors of gender-based violence and
delivery assistance by midwives. Also, over 1,000 people from four ethnic groups are taking refuge in an
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internally displaced camp located in Kirotshe, an eastern part of the Congo.The Government of Japan
has supported cultural activities such as performing dramas, dances and songs to foster a sense of
unity and awareness of peace. Videos introducing these projects are avaialbale on a YouTube channel
of the Tokyo Representation Office.
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