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Ensuring rights and choices for all
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Feburary 29 —March 5 UNFPA Executive Director visits Japan
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From February 29th to March 5th, UNFPA Executive Director, Natalia Kanem visited Japan and met with
UNFPA's important Japanese stakeholders. Kanem met with Hon. Keizo Takemi, Minister of Health,
Labour and Welfare, Hon. Yasushi Hosaka, Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, Amb.
Takeshi Akahori, Director-General for Global Issues of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Amb. Naoki lto,
Executive Director for Healthcare Policy of the Cabinet Office, as well as members of the Japan
Parliamentarians Federation for Population (JPFP). Kanem also met with UNFPA's private sector
partners, such as Dr. Osamu Okuda, President & CEO of Chugai Pharmaceuticals, and the “Global
Health Business Coalition” coordinated by the Gates Foundation. UNFPA delegation met with civil
society and academic organisations in and outside of Tokyo, such as SRHR Japan, NGO happiness,
Kwansei Gakuin University as well as United Nations University. Further ideas of partnerships were
discussed with these entities, building on the on-going cooperation that have been built by the UNFPA
Tokyo Representation Office.
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Ukraine: Japan supports efforts to Sustainable Improvement of SRH through UNFPA
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With $615,000 from the Government of Japan, UNFPA will strengthen reproductive health commodity
security to aid the Ukrainian national healthcare system. Critical SRH supplies, including
pharmaceuticals and other necessities, will be delivered to over 100 medical facilities and 30 SRH
mobile health units. This initiative will substantially support our 132 inclusive barrier-free gynecological
surgery rooms, where anyone can receive anonymous, round-the-clock, and free-of-charge gender-
based violence emergency help.

Mr. Kuninori Matsuda, Japan’s Ambassador to Tanzania, emphasised, “The Government of Japan
recognizes the urgent need to support the humanitarian response due to the full-scale invasion and
expresses its willingness to assist the beneficiaries of UNFPA Ukraine”. Mr. Massimo Diana, UNFPA's
Country Representative to Ukraine, commented, “Thanks to this pharmaceutical aid, even more people
will have direct access to life-saving medical services in the field of sexual and reproductive health,
contributing to the strengthening of the national healthcare system".

Ny 57va: BABR. Qe FrERDBELLNY
YFr—ILBOTOVIY b EXE

Bangladesh: Japan supports efforts to project on Basan Char Island, where Rohingya refugees
have settled through UNFPA
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On February 11-13, UNFPA Bangladesh Office visited Basanchal Island, where 32,560 Rohingya
refugees are relocated. Since 2022, UNFPA has led impactful interventions in Bhasan Char, thanks to
the support of The Government of Japan and Korea International Cooperation Agency. UNFPA has
established three Women Friendly Spaces (WFS) on Basancher Island to prevent and respond to
violence against women and adolescent girls. In these spaces, they find solace, access multiple
integrated Gender Based Violence/SRH services, and participate in empowering activities.

Kristine Blokhus, UNFPA Representative, shared, "The visit was extremely enriching and informative,
allowing us to observe the needs and improvements, and continue our collaborative approach in
delivering life-saving assistance to thousands of women and girls living in Bhasan Char".
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Eiko Narita, Chief of Tokyo Representation Office, participated in Femtech Fes!
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UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office supported FemtechFes!, of which UNFPA is one of the supporters,
was held from 9th to 11th February with a record number of more than 5,000 visitors. At the event on

19t February, Eiko Narita, Chief of Tokyo Representation Office, participated in the event on 11th
February, where she spoke about the current status of SRHR in Japan and what to expect from
Femtech in the future. She stated that there is a gap between the numbers or statistics that are
surfacing and the reality of women's health issues, bringing up postpartum depression which is not
reflected in the major indicators and gender-based violence with a very limited number of cases
reported. She subsequently talked that many existing products and services are also designed and
developed based on data that have surfaced, and concluded that “Femtech has the potential to bring in
the perspectives of people who have long been unnoticed and to realize technology approaching issues
that are under the surface.”
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Media Collaboration for March 8th International Women's Day Campaign

UNFPABEI B EBFTIE3ER L A 3SEE. NHKERKER
(HAFLE, 7L EEA. TBS FLEHER, 7Y5L _

EL TOKYO MX) &#F#EL. TEERLZMT—) KEhETX v .
BEOMBEBN. EEHICDNTE L HIEREER L TR #/57/7’-”’9“'& TFRy
TE52F v IR—y THEBLZET—EH 5, CEBRL. Tk

DREPEZHICET B Ay E—YEEIE LT, ‘ﬁ n
UNFPAEIHEXFAROBAKFIE TWE, HRIG L DEHMIC &

RO, FTIUFINEBICHEIFZ2RAGETEIEMLTVE q

9, HA, 20T/ A—NILTEHLDALRIC, TDF v IR
—VCSMUTWeEEWEEZTWEYD ) EXvE—Y

EHETF U,

> FELIBIE5 (HEZE)

For the third year, UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office partnered with NHK and private broadcasters to
deliver the message of "#Because it's International Women's Day" a campaign that concentrates
information on the body and mind of women and their way of life on the occasion of International
Women's Day.

Eiko Narita, Chief of UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office, said, "Today, the world is becoming more
complex, and violence in the digital space is increasing. | hope that many people in Japan and globally
will join this campaign".
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Population issues reflect the world today: Interview with UNFPA Executive Director - NHK
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NHK has published an interview with UNFPA Executive Director, Natalia Kanem following her visit to
Japan. She reported that there are no safe places to give birth in Gaza, that miscarriages are on the rise
and more and more women are requiring cesarean sections, and that many women in Ukraine are
facing poverty. Regarding digital violence, she said that instead of allowing problematic images and
videos to remain unattended for weeks, there should be a system in place to prevent their creation in the
first place. She also spoke about Japan's declining population and a certain Japanese word that Kanem
is curious about.
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The reality of war as | saw it working in Ukraine | want to help women living in the midst of
absurdity - Asahi Shimbun GLOBE+.
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Ayari Honda, SRH (Sexual and Reproductive Health) Programme Management Officer, UNFPA Ukraine
Office, contributed to an article in the Asahi Shimbun Globe+. As two years have passed since the
Russian invasion of Ukraine began, Ayari, who has been assigned to Kyiv, as a UNFPA staff member
since October 2023 to support women, including expectant and nursing mothers, reports on the situation
of women under the conflict, her feelings in the field, and her outlook for the future. She reports on the
situation of women in conflict, her thoughts and feelings in the field, and her future outlook.
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