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Ensuring rights and choices for all
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Towards the 30th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development
(ICPD) in 2024
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The year is coming to a close for 2023.

The world of 8 billion is a world of infinite possibilities, and it has become ever more important to
safeguard a society where the rights of individuals are protected and sanctioned. As we approach the
30th anniversary of the "International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)" in 2024, we
will continue our efforts to unleash the infinite potential that each of the 8 billion individuals holds by
protecting the rights of each person. Our goal is to realize a world where people worldwide, especially
women, girls, and young people, can enjoy health and equal rights.

As we move into the upcoming year of 2024, we ask for your continued support and cooperation and
extend our wishes for your prosperity and success.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Tokyo Representation Office
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UNFPA statement on the dire situation of hospitals in Gaza
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UNFPA released a statement on the dire situation caused by attacks on hospitals in Gaza and
shortages of fuel. The following is an excerpt of the statement.

[UNFPA statement on the dire situation of hospitals in Gaza - 11 November 2023]

UNFPA vehemently condemns the reported attacks on or around Al Shifa Hospital, Gaza’s largest
healthcare facility, as well as those on other health facilities across Gaza which are already strained
to breaking point. Ongoing fighting and the lack of fuel are putting at risk the lives of health workers,
patients and most vulnerable people in Gaza. Hospitals, health workers and civilians must never be
targets.
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Bjorn Andersson, Senior Adviser, UNFPA Humanitarian Initiative, visited Tokyo
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Bjorn Andersson, Senior Advisor on Humanitarian Initiatives, visited Tokyo, Japan 4-7 December
affirming the long-standing partnership with the Government of Japan and various stakeholders.
Andersson met with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Toshihiro Kitamura. He expressed
gratitude for Government of Japan’s support, especially for humanitarian response where the
Government has provided the highest amount since its partnership with UNFPA. Andersson also briefed
the parliamentarians of the Japan Parliamentarians Federation for Population (JPFP) on the recent
Gaza humanitarian crisis together with partner NGO, IPPF. He met with the Gates Foundation Director
Kashiwakura and discussed future collaboration on Humanitarian-Developmemt-Nexus efforts. UNFPA
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Tokyo Representation Office will continue to work on building and strengthening partnerships with
Japanese stakeholders.
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Chief of Tokyo Representation Office and the Goodwill Ambassador of UNFPA made speeches in
Let's Talk! in Sanrio Puroland, Tokyo
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On November 23, UNFPA's signature event series "Let's Talk !” took place in Tokyo, Sanrio Puroland. An
open and interactive discussion on women'’s health was conducted, overcoming taboos and prejudices
surrounding issues related to cervical and breast cancer. Approximately five hundred people, mostly 10-
40 years of age, gathered for the event. UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador and co-founder of the “Let’s Talk
I” series and a supermodel, Natalia Vodianova, opened the event through a video message. Also, Eiko
Narita, the chief of UNFPA TRO made a keynote speech where she stressed the importance of looking
at the double burden of women who experience cervical cancer due to the prejudices attached to the
serious disease.
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UNFPA handed-over an ambulance, medical equipment and supplies purchased with funding
from Government of Japan
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On November 14, UNFPA handed over one high-spec Toyota Landcruiser ambulance, medical
equipment, and supplies worth nearly 12.9 million Birr (approximately 230,000 USD) to the Amhara and
Benishangul Gumuz regions. The health system and services in the conflict-affected areas of the
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Ambhara and Benishangul Gumuz regions have been seriously compromised by recent crises, impacting
access to sexual and reproductive health and gender-based violence information and services. The
ambulance, medical equipment, and supplies will contribute to strengthening the referral linkages for
emergency obstetric and new-born care as well as enhancing the capacity of quality integrated sexual
and reproductive health service delivery to the most vulnerable women and girls.
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UNFPA DRC Office paid a courtesy visit to the Ambassador of the Embassy of Japan
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Susan Mandon, UNFPA Acting Representative in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) paid a
courtesy visit to Ambassador Hiroyuki Minami of the Embassy of Japan. Mandon emphasized that
Government of Japan’s support contributes to important initiatives for youth and women's health through
their project, "Youth and Women's Peace Project through Support to Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Gender-Based Violence". During her visit, they also exchanged views on the humanitarian situation
in the eastern part of the DRC, as well as UNFPA's efforts and continued collaboration in the future.
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UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office and Kwansei Gakuin University launched #bodyright Joint
Campaign
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Each year, from 25 November (International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women) to 10
December (Human Rights Day), UNFPA launches the "16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence" to advocate for a safer world for women and girls. During this year's campaign, UNFPA Tokyo
Representation Office collaborated with Kwansei Gakuin University YWCA to launch a social media
campaign that aims to increase awareness and advocate against technology facilitated gender-based
violence in what is called the “Bodyright Campaign” around the world promoted by UNFPA. Like-minded
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supporters of 21 individuals, including students, professors, women, and men, joined forces for this
year's bodyright campaign, and daily posts with ©® (bodyright symbol) were used to promote bodyright

on both entities' Instagram posts. UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office remains committed to fostering a
society where every woman and girl can securely navigate and leverage all forms of technology,
including online platforms.
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Dominic Allen, UNFPA Representative for the State of Palestine participated in a NHK interview
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Dominic Allen, UNFPA Representative for the State of Palestine, spoke in an interview with NHK about
the challenging situation faced by pregnant women and newborns amid escalating attacks in the Gaza
Strip. Allen emphasized, "The overall situation of the healthcare system is extremely challenging, facing
unimaginable hardships." He pointed out that preterm births are increasing throughout Gaza, and
pregnant women and babies are not receiving the necessary medical support. Furthermore, Allen
conveyed that cases of childbirth at home or in shelters have been reported. He highlighted the severe
shortage of water and medical supplies on the ground, emphasizing the urgent and substantial need for
delivery. Allen also discussed the support activities carried out by UNFPA and appealed for immediate
and extensive assistance.
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