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World Humanitarian Day 2023: UNFPA Executive Director Natalia Kanem showcases solidarity
in response to the humanitarian assistance being under threat
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August 19 marked World Humanitarian Day. On this occasion, UNFPA Executive Director Natalia
Kanem emphasised how the effects of conflict and natural disasters are intensifying the
challenges, displacement, and needs at an all-time high. Concerns over attacks on aid workers,
especially women, were also raised. In her closing statement, she affirmed, "No matter what, we
will continue to stand by their side when they need us most," demonstrating solidarity.

UNFPA has provided essential support to 230 million individuals globally by offering services
related to sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). Over the years, Japan has played a
pivotal role in collaborating with UNFPA to ensure vital services and protection for women and
young individuals. This month, we highlight ongoing projects in Democratic Republic of Congo,
Namibia, and Palestine, all supported by the Government of Japan.
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Democratic Republic of the Congo : Mobile clinic and mobile app support pregnant women
in refugee camps during crisis
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Due to conflict in North Kivu Province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the health
of displaced women and girls, as well as maternal and health services, are in crisis.

In March 2023, with the support from the Government of Japan, UNFPA established a mobile
clinic in the Rusayo region of the province. UNFPA also set up mobile clinics in two other regions
and supported 10,000 women and girls in the area for their well-being. In June, partnering with a
Japanese startup company SOIK, it delivered training for midwives, supplying ultrasound kits
and performing follows-ups and evaluations of the project. It also created a mobile app for
midwives use in supporting their important work.

#UNFPAthanksJAPAN
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Namibia: Enhancing youth access to sexual and reproductive health services and information in
hard to reach locations to tackle high adolescent pregnancy
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Namibia has a predominantly youthful population, with about two-thirds under 35 years old. The
national teenage pregnancy rate is high at 19%. To improve sexual and reproductive health
(SRH) services for youth, UNFPA with the support from the Government of Japan, conducted
mobile health campaigns targeting underserved areas in May and June 2023. Over 2,876 young

individuals received SRH information, including education on HIV and gender-based violence.

Additionally, more than 1,000 women and girls received implants and injectables of
contraceptives.
#UNFPAthanksJAPAN
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Palestine: Japan supports vulnerable women for seven years, providing training and medical
supplies in protracted crisis situation
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With financial support from the Government of Japan, UNFPA has been supporting the sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) of approximately 20,000 vulnerable women through
activities such as training for 50 health care providers and provision of medical supplies since
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February 2023. The collaboration builds on over seven years of partnership between the
Government of Japan and UNFPA, benefiting over 300,000 women through awareness activities,
services, and psychosocial support. Mr. Dominic Allen, UNFPA Representative for the State of
Palestine, expressed gratitude for Japan’s continuous commitment to Palestine. Mr. Yoichi
Nakashima, Ambassador for Palestinian Affairs and Representative of Japan to Palestine,
emphasized the importance of UNFPA's partnership for the effective implementation of support
for women's health and well-being.
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Ukraine: Increase in domestic violence and survivors support - Reuters
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Reuters reported a surge in domestic violence cases in Ukraine, mainly affecting women,
attributed to resumed cohabitation after fleeing the invasion, economic insecurity, and invasion-
related trauma. Despite this, the budget for addressing gender-based violence has decreased
due to increased defense spending. Since its launch in September, a relief center operated

by UNFPA has assisted around 800 survivors by mid-May. However, concerns remain about the
long-term impacts of worsening conditions and psychological factors.
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