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Pride Month 2023: Striving for a society that respects human rights
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June is celebrated as Pride Month. This year, various activities and events dedicated to
celebrating and commemorating the pride of sexual minorities (LGBTQIA+), were carried out
worldwide. UNFPA Executive Director Natalia Kanem stated,” Our diversity as a human race
should not be used to exclude and harm people who may live or love differently”. Kanem also
mentioned establishing a staff-led group called Pride@UNFPA during the Executive Board
meeting held in June. Going forward, UNFPA will continue to promote activities aimed at
realizing a society where the human rights of all people are respected.
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The UNFPA Ethiopia visits the Embassy of Japan and showed appreciation for the support
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On May 31st, Koffi Kouame, the Representative of the UNFPA Ethiopia Office, paid a courtesy
visit to Ambassador Takako Ito at the Embassy of Japan in Ethiopia. They exchanged views on
further strengthening collaboration while expressing gratitude for the support from the Japanese
government. With financial governmental support, UNFPA Ethiopia was able to provide aid
including reproductive and sexual health services for over 160,000 women and youth, and
training for 160 healthcare providers in five regions affected by conflicts in the Amhara Region
and Benishangul-Gumuz Region. #UNFPAthanksJAPAN
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DRC: Improving prenatal checkup with a Japanese firm-developed app.
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On June 13th, UNFPA Democratic Republic of Congo Office, with financial support from the
Japanese government, initiated support in collaboration with the Japanese company SOIK in the
conflict-ridden North Kivu province. The utilization of the mobile app "SPAQ" developed by SOIK,
enables midwives to use smartphones and portable medical devices to provide quality prenatal
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checkups through mobile clinics for pregnant women in vulnerable situations, particularly in
refugee camps. #UNFPAthanksJAPAN
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Namibia: Supporting health services for youth and measures against violence towards women
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In May, UNFPA Namibia Office, with support from the Government of Japan, assisted

local NGOs in providing access to prenatal checkups, family planning counseling, HIV testing,
and services/information related to COVID-19 to 1,876 youth in the regions of Khomas and
Omaheke. Additionally, 606 women received contraceptive measures. Along with the Association
of Diplomatic Spouse, the Office also organized a craft bazaar, with proceeds being utilized for
the prevention and response services against gender-based violence.
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Distributing sanitary products through Blockchain Technology: Dialogue at the UNU
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On June 20th, Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office, engaged in a
dialogue with Dr. Sawako Shirahase, the Senior Vice-Rector of the United Nations University
(UNU), at the "BIG IDEAS: SDGs Dialogue Series". Narita introduced a project conducted in the
slums of Dhaka, Bangladesh, where UNFPA partnered with the World Food Programme (WFP)
to distribute sanitary napkins using blockchain technology to adolescents and youth girls. She
also highlighted the importance of engaging at the community level, including community leaders
and vulnerable groups, to participate in the decision-making processes to enhance ownership of
these efforts and to break the stigma surrounding menstrual hygiene and health management.
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Learning self-defense against violence through Karate- Asahi Shimbun
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UNFPA, along with the Koyamada International Foundation (KIF) and the World Karate
Federation (WKF), promotes the "Guardian Girls Global Karate (GGGK) Project," with the aim of
promoting gender equality and disseminating self-defense to protect women from violence
through karate. On June 10-11th, a self-defense seminar was held in Fukuoka City, featuring a
demonstration by a female karate expert. Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Tokyo Representation
Office, expressed her hope that through these demonstrations of martial arts, women would
have an opportunity to learn more about gender-based violence, its importance of prevention
and response.
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JPO Interview: Chisato Masuda, UNFPA Midwifery Programme Analyst
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Chisato Masuda, Midwifery Programme Analyst at UNFPA's Headquarters in New York, was
interviewed and featured on the website of the Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs Recruitment
Center for International Organizations. Masuda shares her passion for supporting midwives
worldwide and utilizing her clinical experience and expertise for making an impact on the ground.
The interview highlights her dedication to addressing challenges, working with local
communities, and providing guidance to young people in Japan.
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