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Burkina Faso: Three year SRHR project empowering adolescents and youth in collaboration of
the Governments of Japan and Burkina Faso
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UNFPA Burkina Faso conducted a project titled "Strengthening the Capacity of Adolescents and
Youth to Exercise Their Rights to Sexual and Reproductive Health in Burkina Faso" from March
2020 to the end of July 2023”. This project involved collaboration with JOICFP, Foundation KIMI
led by Mrs. Adjoavi Sika Kabore, a former First Lady of Burkina Faso and the Association
Burkinabé pour le Bien-Etre Familial (ABBEF), with financial support from the Government of
Japan. The project successfully provided access to information and services related to sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) to 570,000 youth.

Excellency Masaaki Kato, Ambassador of Japan to Burkina Faso, emphasized the importance of
human resource development and highlighted the successful partnership with UNFPA, noting
that the results achieved were “mutually satisfactory”. Mr. Alain Akpadji, Resident Representative
of UNFPA Burkina Faso, stated, "This project is the result of an innovative partnership dialogue
between the Burkinabe government, the Japanese government, and UNFPA.
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Ethiopia: UNFPA Initiates project to enhance SRHR services in conflict areas with Japanese
government support
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In Ethiopia, ongoing humanitarian crises, particularly conflicts, have had a severe impact on
healthcare facilities, leading to inadequate emergency maternal and neonatal care. Pregnant
women and newborns face heightened risks as they avoid seeking care outdoors.

To address these challenges, UNFPA Ethiopia initiated a project aimed at enhancing access to
information and sexual and reproductive health services for 80,000 vulnerable women, girls,
adolescents, and youth in conflict-affected districts within the Amhara and Benishangul-Gumuz
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Regions. This project involved training healthcare workers at local health centers, establishing
referral systems with higher-level hospitals, and providing ambulances to local health centers.
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Somalia: Japan and UNFPA, project for economic independence of women and girls
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Maryan, a resident of Bosaso in Puntland state, emphasizes the significance of having a
sustainable and respectful means for women in Bosaso and nearby IDP camps to meet their
needs. Thanks to the Women and Girls Safe Spaces (WGSS) supported by UNFPA and funded
by Japan, Maryan received comprehensive training, becoming a proficient tailor. This new skill
has allowed her to support her seven family members, including covering education fees. Her
aspirations include the creation of locally produced women-friendly sanitary pads and dignity kits
in the future.
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Natalia Kanem emphasizes the importance of individual dignity and youth involvement in
ICPD30 implementation
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To build momentum for the ICPD30 review, UNFPA, along with the Governments of Bulgaria and
Sweden, co-organized a side event on the sidelines of the 78th High-Level Week of the UN
General Assembly in New York. During the opening remarks, Natalia Kanem, Executive Director
of UNFPA, referred to the population issue as a matter of individual dignity for the world's 8
billion people. She emphasized the importance of the right to make decisions, particularly for
women and adolescent girls, concerning when, with whom, and how many children to have. She
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also highlighted the opportunities presented by involving diverse stakeholders, including youth
and civil society organizations, to accelerate ICPD implementation beyond 2024.
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Narita's keynote: Fostering doctoral talent and inspiring youth, Future Doctors Festival 2023
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On September 13th, Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office, delivered a
keynote speech at the "Mirai no Hakase Festival (Future Doctors Festival) 2023," organized by
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). Her speech
centered on the importance of and the role of a doctorate degree in international development.
The event drew over 700 attendees, including approximately 300 doctoral students, both in-
person and online. Narita shared her personal experiences and emphasized the significance of
critical thinking and communication skills developed during doctoral studies, as well as the global
recognition of doctoral degrees. She encouraged participants not to limit their career aspirations
solely to their research field, stressing the importance of exploring diverse opportunities.
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Policy discussions with the Japanese government: confirm priorities and future cooperation

7H13H. UNFPA[GNEEEAS S THEKBZEREEMRL
F Uz, UNFPASBERBEREDFFUY - R A ERNES WNEA
IEKRIRERBAEZE Z 0. CNETDRREDRSDBER
BESBIERECDVWTERIZITV. MEETEICET D4
RIAEF (SRHR) DHEEDZSH(C. SEEBE(CH I UG
IR ERERUELURE, TDE. UNFPAXEEIRRETELE
82 (IPPF) ftdONGOFHKR &, ERAOBMEZRERKS
(JPFP) m&&ICHFE. LB FIPFPRRICEEZEZFE
L. BANORE#HIZRT EEBIC. AOEHBEICEDIEE
TR SRHRREIBA DG /AR ZER A F U T,

XX
XX
o@ o

> MWIFEDOIERIE (ERME) 250

On July 13th, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and UNFPA conducted its annual consultation
over online call. The consultation led by the Executive Director Natalia Kanem started the
consultation commending Japan of the success and its leadership of the G7 summit and
reconfirmed firm commitment to building a stronger partnership with Japan to move forward on
the realization of the ICPD Programme of Action. The Executive Director and Mr. Takeshi
Akahori, Director-General and Ambassador for Global Issues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA), who led Japan’s delegation, stressed the importance of ‘language’ in how sexual and
reproductive health and rights is advocated as well as the various nuances that need to be
considered. UNFPA later attended a meeting with the Japan Parliamentarians Federation for
Population (JPFP) and presented a request letter, expressing gratitude to Japan and seeking
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continued support for addressing critical sexual and reproductive health and rights issues related
to population and development.
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