E#E A OES (UNFPA) Bt B HFEFR

NEWS #1 X b

Ensuring rights and choices for all -

2023fF5A15H5

HRAOBE2023 : LIEDERZEGEL. EHRBRHEEA

State of World Population 2023: Respecting women's choices for a resilient society
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On April 19, UNFPA launched its flagship report, the "State of World Population 2023," titled

"8 Billion Lives, Infinite Possibilities: The case for rights and choices". The report focuses on the
global population reaching 8 billion at the end of 2022 and proposes new perspectives to
addressing population dynamics. UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Natalia Kanem cautioned
against policies which emphasises solely on numbers, and stating "The question isn’t whether
the human population is too large or too small.", but it's about the "fundamental human right".
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Global conference of parliamentarians on population and development toward G7 Summit
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On April 25-26, the “Global Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
Toward the 2023 G7 Hiroshima Summit (GCPPD2023)” was held. Former Prime Minister Yasuo
Fukuda, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, and Member of the
House of Representatives Yoko Kamikawa were among the speakers. lan McFarlane, Director of
Communications and Strategic Partnerships at UNFPA, called upon the world of 8 billion to not
focus on “numbers but on rights and choices — which give us hope” and to take this message
beyond the G7 summit into the post 2030 Agenda.
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The government of Japan, aid women in crisis with FY2022 supplementary budget
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The Government of Japan is allocating over $20 million USD dollars to UNFPA to support
women and girls. This is by far the largest contribution by Japan to UNFPA through the
Supplementary Budget funding in its recent history. The funds are directed to over 18 projects, in
five regions, from Ukraine to Sudan, Afghanistan to Ethiopia, to provide quality health services.
"Japan has yet again demonstrated its commitment in safeguarding women’s health and
protecting their rights in the most difficult circumstances,” said Ib Petersen, UNFPA Deputy
Executive Director for Management.
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Bangladesh: Deputy representative Watabe visits UNFPA supported regions for refugee women
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UNFPA Bangladesh Office Deputy Representative Masaki Watabe visited clinic, hospitals, and
safe space for women on the Bhasan Char Island of Noakhali District, which is accommodating
approximately 29,000 Rohingya refugees from Myanmar. UNFPA is providing key life-saving
maternal and adolescent and youth health care services. "With financial support from the
Government of Japan, we are able to continue providing our quality services,” Watabe
expressed his gratitude while reporting his visit to the island.
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Sudan: 48 new midwives have been trained, with the support from the Japanese government
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With support from the Japanese Government, UNFPA Sudan Office has carried out a project in
the Blue Nile State of Sudan to improve maternal and child health services. In partnership with
the local non-profit organization, Global Aid Hand (GAH), 48 midwives specializing in
reproductive health and childcare have been trained to provide life-saving support in this
vulnerable region.
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The World Bosai Forum: Eiko Narita expressed on the importance of "leaving no one behind"
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“The World Bosai Forum” was held in Sendai from March 10 to 12. Eiko Narita, Chief of the
UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo, participated in the session and spoke about UNFPA's
ongoing humanitarian activities in the earthquake-affected areas in Turkiye and Syria. She also
shared the examples of inclusive and innovative humanitarian interventions by UNFPA
Bangladesh Office, and stressed the importance of "leaving no one behind".
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Eiko Narita participated in the symposium on SDGs held by the University of Tokyo
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On March 13, Eiko Narita, the Chief of UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo, spoke at the
University of Tokyo about the current progress of SDGs and how they'll be transforming in the
future. With 2023 marking the midpoint of the SDGs since their adoption by the UN General
Assembly, Narita discussed the challenges UNFPA faces in Bangladesh regarding the rise of
child marriage and emphasized the need for not only a multi-sectoral approach but also the
importance of listening to the voices of vulnerable.
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Dialogue session was held between the members of parliament and Japanese UN staff
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On April 7, Japanese Members of Parliament, including Kenjiro Uesugi, Yasutaka Nakasone,
Junichi Kanda, and Akihisa Shiozaki, visited the United Nations University building for a dialogue
session with Japanese staff members of UN agencies. The discussions focused on Japan's
leadership and collaboration between the Government and UN agencies.

Fuyo Ueno, Administrative Assistant of UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo, shared about
upcoming "State of World Population 2023" report, and UNFPA's activities.
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Study meeting on global population issues was held - "8 billion people in the world"
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On April 4, a study meeting of the Japan Parliamentarians Federation for Population (JPFP) was
held at the House of Representatives, chaired by Hitoshi Kikawada, the Secretary-General of
JPFP. Fuyo Ueno, Administrative Assistant of UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo,
emphasized the importance of prioritizing the quality of life in addressing population issues. Yoko
Kamikawa, Chairperson of JPFP, expressed that she hopes to continue the discussion on the
theme, "A World with a Population of 8 Billion".
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UNFPA Sudan officer Sakaue talks on the current situation in Sudan - NHK
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On April 26, Akiko Sakaue, a Japanese UN officer of the UNFPA Sudan Office, spoke to NHK
about the dire situation in Sudan, including ongoing bombings and attacks on hospitals. In the
area, the humanitarian crisis has worsened, with 15.8 million people in need of aid. She said she
hopes a cease fire will be achieved as soon as possible to enable UN organizations and other
humanitarian entities to return and resume their response.
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Over 210,000 pregnant women at risk in Sudan - Asahi Shimbun
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Asahi Shimbun reported that on April 21, there are approximately 219,000 pregnant women in
Khartoum, and about 24,000 of them are expected to give birth within a few weeks. UNFPA is

working in collaboration with other humanitarian partners to ensure reproductive health services
and life-saving medications for women and girls in Sudan.
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State of World Population 2023: Media highlights the importance of "Individual choices"
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"State of World Population 2023" was released on April 19, UNFPA emphasised the

importance of policies that address gender inequality and respect individual choices. The report
cautioned against policies focused solely on increasing or decreasing birth rates as they may
have limited long-term effects and potentially violate women's rights. The report has been
covered by major media outlets, such as NHK, Nikkei, Asahi Shimbun and Mainichi Shimbun.
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