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Tarkiye-Syria Earthquake: Emphasising the importance of supporting mothers in emergencies
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UNFPA, along with other partner organizations, is delivering critical SRH and GBV services to
mothers affected by the Turkiye-Syria earthquake. There are around 130,000 pregnant women in
Tuarkiye who are affected and in need of emergency medical services, of which 14,400 are
expected to give birth within a month. In Syria, there are also an estimated 133,000 pregnant
women, and 44,000 are expected to give birth within three months.
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One year on from Russia's Ukraine invasion: Continuing to support women and girls

== [ Ukraine/ Moldova
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One year on from Russia’s Ukraine invasion, the war continues to have devastating impacts on
women and girls.To sustain the provision of essential SRH services and supplies, the
Government of Japan is providing US$ 1.2 million to support 24 hospitals with comprehensive
and quality medical supplies throughout Ukraine to assist women and girls in need.
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International Women's Day : NHK and broadcasters launch media campaign with UNFPA
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To mark International Women's Day on March 8, UNFPA Tokyo supported a collaborative media
campaign launched by NHK and commercial broadcasters to disseminate information about
women's bodies, minds, and lifestyle. UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office Chief Eiko Narita

emphasised the importance of "bodyright," meaning our bodies have the right to be protected in
the virtual world, just like intellectual property is protected by a copyright.
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Cambodia: Development and operation of new mobile app to support the elimination of GBV
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UNFPA Cambodia, with the generous contribution of the Wesley Foundation, is developing a
mobile app to help eradicate GBV and promote the empowerment of women and girls. On
January 17, Wesley Foundation Chairperson Ms. Kokai and board member Mr. Kong discussed
the progress and future direction of the project with the Cambodian Ministry of Women's Affairs
and local NGOs.
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Namibia: Japan supports expecting and nursing mothers living in remote areas
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On February 28, a ceremony was held at a maternity house in Namibia's Kunene Province to
formally present equipment, food packs, and dignity kits under the Japanese government-
supported "Leaving No One Behind" project. Ambassador Hisao Nishimaki expressed hope that
the support would "strengthen the dignity and confidence of pregnant women in Namibia."
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Madagascar: Drones delivering medicines to the most vulnerable in a humanitarian crisis
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On February 19, in Begiri, Madagascar, Ambassador Koji Abe attended the opening ceremony of
two projects supported by the Japanese government to deliver medicines by drone to 100
medical facilities in the south and southeast regions. The projects aims to promote medical
services and other assistance to 80,000 women and girls who are vulnerable due to cyclones
and droughts, and to strengthen support that leaves no one behind.
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Ethiopia: Japan helps provide life-saving services to women and girls affected by conflict
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On February 20, a launching ceremony was held on a project supported by the Japanese
Government to address health and protection needs of a total of 160,000 conflict-affected
women and girls. Ambassador Kyoko Ito commented, "Japan will continue to implement the
expansion of gender-sensitive services in collaboration with the Ethiopian Ministry of Health, the
State Government, UNFPA and other partner agencies."
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Lao PDR : Supporting women who want to change society - Asahi Shimbun
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In Lao PDR, where the maternal mortality rate and young marriage rate are high, many women
are unable to escape the cycle of poverty due to unwanted pregnancies. To change this
situation, the UNFPA Lao PDR office has implemented a midwife training project to train young
women who are motivated to create an enabling environment to support family planning and
maternal health for mothers and children. Sally Sakulku of UNFPA Lao PDR recounts this story
in this newspaper article.
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The challenge of demographic change : International solidarity to address inequality - Asahi
Shimbun
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As the world population reached 8 billion, an editorial in the Asahi Shimbun newspaper featured
comments by UNFPA Executive Director Natalia Kanem. Noting that the median age is 17 in
sub-Saharan Africa and 41 in Europe, Kanem questions whether the world can "progress
equitably and sustainably" under these circumstances.
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