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Ensuring rights and choices for all
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#ForEveryAge of HER LIFE - women'’s rights and choices in the Asia-Pacific Region
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On January 18, Eiko Narita, Chief of UNFPA Japan Office, and Rintaro Mori, UNFPA APRO
Regional Adviser, discussed the life-cycle approach and gender equality in a UNFPA and JICA
co-hosted webinar. From December 26 to January 28, the two organizations successfully held a
photo exhibition “#ForEveryAge of HER LIFE.”
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Humanitarian Action 2023 Overview, Japan as 9th largest donor for UNFPA
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In December 2022, UNFPA published the Humanitarian Action 2023 Overview which
summarized UNFPA’s overall impact in 2022, contribution revenues from donors, and the action
plan for 2023. According to this release, Japan is UNFPA's 9th largest donor. Japan also
provides a supplementary budget of $20 million USD for supporting projects in 18 countries.
#ThankYoudJapan!

SUINTI : FiEsw - SiERDIETCRSEZHIBLT

Zimbabwe : Aiming to improve maternal and child mortality
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UNFPA Zimbabwe, with the support of Japan, is carrying out the project “Strengthening
Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and Neonatal Care in COVID-19 Hotspots in Zimbabwe”.
The project aims to achieve zero preventable maternal and child deaths by providing
ambulances and trainings for medical and journalists. Ambassador Tanaka of Japan to
Zimababwe expressed Japan's hopes to contribute to the achievement of SDGs goal 3.
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Sri Lanka : Addressing Gender Based Violence in an awareness video
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In Sri Lanka, 2 in 5 women have suffered from some form of Gender Based Violence (GBV).
UNFPA, with the support of multiple governments and partners, has released an awareness
video to address this alarming matter. Mr. Mizukoshi, Ambassador of Japan to Sri Lanka,
participated in the video and touched on Japan’s role in supporting the elimination of GBV.
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Cambodia : Japanese embassy officials inspect the health system strengthening project
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UNFPA Cambodia, with the support of the Japanese government, is carrying out a health system
strengthening project which provides medical equipment necessary for safe childbirth and
emergency obstetrics. In December 12, Secretary Fujiimoto and Secretary Ikemura of the
Embassy of Japan in Cambodia visited Ratanakiri State to inspect this project.
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Ethiopia : Japan provides ambulances to support emergency obstetric services
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On December 12, UNFPA Ethiopia handed over ten ambulances to the conflict-affected regions
in Afar, Amhara, Behishangul-Gumuz and Tigray Regions. The ambulances were purchased with
the support of several governments including Japan, and will be deployed to strengthen
emergency obstetric, new-born care and other critical services at hospitals.
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Madagasacar : Providing high-quality healthcare for women and girls
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UNFPA Madagascar, with the support of the Japanese government, provides women and girls
free high quality sexual and reproductive healthcare in regions where grave humanitarian crises
continue. In an official statement, Mr. Yoshihiro, Ambassador of Japan to Madagascar,
mentioned the importance of women’s empowerment in achieving the SDGs.
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Sri Lanka : Project uplifting health of women and girls supported by Japan has been concluded
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UNFPA Sri Lanka’s 3 year project “PROMISES”, funded by Japan, came to an end in December
2022. The project aimed to improve women and girls' access to information and services on
sexual and reproductive health and gender-based violence. Ambassador Mizukoshi expressed
Japan's hopes for the project's achievements to contribute to peace and security in Sri Lanka.
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Laos : Training midwives for safe delivery - Asahi Shimbun
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Laos is known for its high proportions of child marriage. In response, UNFPA Laos is carrying out
a midwife training program in order to change the environment and society surrounding women
and girls. Asahi Shimbun reported these efforts and published an article earlier this month,
touching on the significant role of midwives in safe childbirth and adequate family planning.
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Eiko Narita, Chief of UNFPA Japan, appears in NHK TV program “Shiten Ronten”
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On December 20, an interview with Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Representation Office in
Japan, was broadcasted on a NHK TV program “Shiten Ronten (Perspectives and Issues)”. On
the occasion of the world population reaching 8 billion, Narita highlighted the importance of
“investing in people” and that humanity itself is the solution to solving global issues.
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