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lInternational Women’s Day: For ALL women and girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment
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Women and girls are closer than ever to equal voices and choices, and to fully realizing their
sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Three decades of advocacy and action ignited by the International Conference on Population
and Development and the Beijing Fourth World Conference on Women have made
motherhood safer, afforded women greater choices about their fertility and led almost all
countries to pass laws against domestic violence.

Despite progress, the world is failing millions of women and girls, especially those who are

most marginalized or caught in crises. Some of the data and figures:
{Maternal mortality)

Maternal mortality declined by 34% between 2000 and 2020. However, in 2020, a maternal
death occurred almost every two minutes.

{Modern contraception)

Globally, around 257 million women who want to avoid pregnancy are not using safe, modern
methods of contraception.

{Gender-based violence)

One woman or girl is killed every 10 minutes by their intimate partner or family member.
Globally about 1 in 3 women worldwide have been subjected to either physical and/or sexual
intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime.

{Child marriage)

Global child marriage rates are slowly falling. Still, progress has been uneven across regions,
and child marriage is not declining fast enough. We must accelerate our actions 17 times
faster to end child marriage by 2030.

According to UNFPA, $222 billion dollars is required to make our three zeros — zero
preventable maternal deaths, zero unmet need for family planning and zero gender-based
violence and harmful practices — a reality by 2030.

On International Women's Day, the UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office is using social media
to send out various messages. We have received a special message from Momoka A,
Japan's first plus-size model who is active on the world fashion scene in places such as Paris
and New York as well as an advocate for women and girls equality. Please check out the
details on our Instagram, Facebook, and X. #ForAllWomenAndGirls
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Underfunded and overlooked: The neglected crises on UNFPA’s radar
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As the world heads into a new year, humanitarian emergencies in multiple countries are vying
for attention — and funds. In 2024, UNFPA's humanitarian response operations were just 42
per cent funded overall, posing critical threats to the health and rights of millions of women
and girls.

In 2025, UNFPA is calling for $1.4 billion to continue reaching more than 45 million women,
girls and young people across 57 countries.

Yet the funding outlook for 2025 is anything but promising. Global cooperation is increasingly
under threat, and the gap between humanitarian needs and funding to meet them is growing.
In particular, the specific needs of women and girls are often overlooked with humanitarian
response, such as gender-based violence, which is one of the most underfunded sectors.
With urgent needs growing and many crises dangerously underfunded, we cannot let the
lights go out for those who need us most.

Below we shine a spotlight on some of the most underfunded crises for women in the world.
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Cameroon is battling mass internal displacement from repeated climate emergencies and
violence by armed groups, as well as a significant refugee influx from neighbouring countries.

UNFPA is working to meet the rising needs of some 3.4 million people and investing in
climate-resilient health infrastructure.
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Recurrent kidnappings, rape, and exploitation are wielded against women and girls as
weapons of terror in the Deomcratic Republic of the Congo. In 2024, 7.7 million people
needed gender-based violence protection, as overcrowded displacement sites offered little
safety or security, and even routine activities like gathering water and firewood became
fraught with danger. A breakdown in healthcare infrastructure has also led maternal mortality
rates to soar, with three women dying every hour from pregnancy or childbirth complications.
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Conflict, climate emergencies and displacement are driving the crisis in Chad. And since the
war in Sudan broke out, Chad has seen the largest arrival of refugees in its history, with
conditions in numerous displacement camps cramped, unsanitary and dangerous. Millions of
women and girls lack adequate access to sexual and reproductive healthcare and protection
services.
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In Haiti, underfunded health systems strained by political instability, violence and climate
disasters have resulted in rising rates of women dying in pregnancy and childbirth. With over
700,000 people forced from their homes in 2024, reports of sexual violence have surged
dramatically. Yet only one in four survivors are able to receive care within the critical 72-hour
period.
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The cyclone Chido in December 2024 was the latest in a string of climate disasters to beset
the country, on top of resurgent armed conflict, hunger and widespread displacement.
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Escalating conflict and climate shocks are increasing humanitarian needs in Myanmar, where
over 3.4 million people have been forced to flee their homes across the country.
Approximately 8.7 million people need gender-based violence response services, yet a
severe lack of funding and damaged health infrastructure have hampered support efforts and
cut off women’s and girls’ ability to reach vital care.
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South Sudan bears deep scars of gender-based violence from years of civil war, and

continues to experience brutal intercommunal conflict and unequal and harmful gender
norms, leaving women and girls at high risk of sexual and physical violence. Consecutive
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years of widespread flooding have caused vast internal displacement, and high numbers of
returnees fleeing conflict in Sudan has exacerbated an already dire humanitarian situation.
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With 8.8 million people forced from their homes since war broke out in 2023, Sudan is the
world’s largest internal displacement crisis. The emergency has pushed over 9 million into
severe hunger, among them some 220,000 pregnant women. Last year the number of people
at risk of gender-based violence nearly doubled to more than 12 million. Exacerbating these
risks, up to 80 per cent of health facilities are either closed or barely functioning and there is a
critical lack of medical supplies and health workers.
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Economic instability, political turmoil and recurrent violence have taken a heavy toll on
Venezuela’s women and girls. Gender-based violence, unintended pregnancies due to
unavailable and unaffordable contraceptives, and difficulties accessing healthcare have all
increased women'’s vulnerability to abuse and maternal mortality.
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Madagascar: Japan-supported drones deliver medical supplies to save women and
girls in the south and southeast
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On 31 January, the first flight of three new drones designed to deliver medical supplies to the
south and south-east of Madagascar were unveiled in Ranomafana. This was a ceremony to
mark the conclusion of a project funded by the Government of Japan, “Scaling up of
Advanced Strategies and Innovative Technologies to Save the Lives of Women and Girls in
Madagascar”.

The rural areas of southern and southeastern Madagascar have been hit hard by a severe
food shortage due to the drought and cyclones that have continued since 2020. Furthermore,
the high prices mainly caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine have made life even more
unstable, and women and girls are at risk of health problems and gender-based violence
(GBV).

This project aims to improve sexual and reproductive health services for approximately
84,000 women and girls in southeastern Madagascar. To help rescue women and girls who
face health risks but have difficulty accessing medical care, the drone will play a role in
delivering medicine and other supplies to 60 health centers in the southeast.

In addition to local government leaders and project stakeholders, the ceremony was attended
by H.E. Koji Abe, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to Madagascar and
Comoros, and the Representative of UNFPA Madagascar Josiane Yagibou.

Photos from Facebook of UNFPA Madagascar #UNFPAthanksJapan
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