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Japan contributes $1.5 million to UNFPA to support maternal, child and youth
health in Afghanistan
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#UNFPAthanksJAPAN

The United Nations Population Fund in Afghanistan received US$1.5 million in additional
funding from the Government of Japan to bolster efforts in addressing the maternal,
reproductive, child and youth health, and psychosocial needs of underserved communities in
the provinces of Kandahar, Faryab, and Nangarhar.

The key interventions under the project will include operational support for 20 Family Health
Houses to provide antenatal care, safe delivery, birth spacing, and child health services. It will
also support two Mother and Child Health Centers, offering reproductive health, psychosocial
support, and vocational skills training. UNFPA will distribute Mother & Baby Kits and Dignity
Kits for women and girls in need. The funding will support capacity building for female
healthcare workers to provide high-quality care.

In Afghanistan, more than half the population requires humanitarian assistance, including
around 17 million people in urgent need of health services. The one-year project will ensure

that around 60,000 women, girls, and children under five will have access to lifesaving

services such as reproductive, maternal, neonatal, and child health care, as well as
psychosocial support.

‘At a time when Afghan women and girls face unprecedented challenges, this funding
reaffirms our shared commitment to safeguarding their health, dignity, and well-being,” said
Kwabena Asante-Ntiamoah, UNFPA Representative in Afghanistan.

For more details, please click . (Photo=Afghan women and girls face unprecedented

challenges)

BABR,. DH>Y CEREE> Y26 SUENRBEIE
B - sERT 7 ZMIE

UNFPA joins inauguration of Palabek Kal Health Centre IV in Uganda for
strengthening Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care services
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#UNFPAthanksJAPAN

The Lamwo District Local Government in Uganda, UNFPA, the Embassy of Japan in Uganda
and other partners officially inaugurated the Palabek Kal Health Centre IV in Lamwo District
on 5 October, 2024.

In collaboration with the Government of Japan, UNFPA has engaged in various initiatives
aimed at improving sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and combating gender-
based violence (GBV) in the region.

The Palabek Kal Health Centre IV is equipped with the facility’s operating theater set to
provide Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care (CEmONC) services to
approximately 140,000 residents of Palabek County and nearby refugee communities.

The facility had remained non-functional to provide CEmONC services due to an inoperable
operating theatre and inadequate power supply. With the nearest functional CEmONC facility,
Padibe HCIV, located two hours away, enhancing local healthcare capabilities for emergency
maternal health services has become urgent.

The commissioning of the upgraded Palabek Kal Health Centre IV highlights UNFPA’s
commitment to enhancing access to essential maternal and neonatal care, particularly for
vulnerable populations, including refugees.

For details, please click (Photo=Inauguration ceremony of the Palabek Kal Health
Centre IV in Lamwo )
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The Government of Japan funds 18,050,000USD as supplementary budget of FY2024
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The supplementary budget of the Government of Japan for fiscal year 2024 was approved,
and funding for UNFPA activities in 13 countries and 1 region has been decided. The total
budget is 18,050,000 USD (2.5 billion yen).

The details are as follows.
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Two new interns have joined the UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office since January. Let us
introduce them.

Kyo Kunieda (Photo: Front right)

After living in various parts of Africa for about 10 years, | became aware of the importance of
improving the health and rights of people in developing countries. Through my research at
university and graduate school, | have deepened my understanding of gender equality,
women's empowerment and reproductive health rights, and | empathize with the mission of
UNFPA, which has been carrying out community-based activities for many years, and so |
applied for this internship.

I will work hard alongside members from different countries, learning about the specific
missions and impact of UN organizations, and | will work to “end inequalities in sexual and
reproductive health and rights” around the world.

Mio Ozawa (Photo: Front left)

| have always been interested in working for an international organization, and | thought that
this internship would be a valuable opportunity to gain practical experience. In particular,
UNFPA is involved in activities related to the protection of women's human rights and sexual
and reproductive health, which are issues that | am interested in, so | wanted to work on
these social issues together.

| hope to actively learn about the current situation in the countries where we provide support
and the efforts we make in terms of humanitarian assistance through my work. In addition, |
would like to explore how | can effectively contribute to the mission of UNFPA, and aim to
achieve this through public relations activities related to sexual and reproductive health and
rights.
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