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Shoko Arakaki, Director of Humanitarian Assistance Bureau, visits Japan
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From 5 to 10 December 2024, Shoko Arakaki, Director of the Humanitarian Assistance

Bureau at the UNFPA, visited Japan to launch the Japanese version of “State of World
Population (SWOP) 2024.” On the margins of this mission, she also briefed UNFPA's
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humanitarian activities to the Japanese parliamentarians of the Japan Parliamentary Forum
on Population (JPFP ) as well as met with key officials of the Government of Japan.

The launch of the Japanese version of the SWOP on 6 December took the form of a media
briefing where six journalists from the Asahi Shimbun, NHK, Kyodo News, the Nikkei
Shimbun, and HuffPost joined the conversation with Arakaki. The latter part of the media
briefing focused on UNFPA's “Humanitarian Action Overview UNFPA’'s Global Appeal 2025”
that had been globally launched the night before. Arakaki explained the Humanitarian Action
Overview (HAO) referencing her own experiences from the missions in some of the most
pressing countries such as Myanmar and Afghanistan, where humanitarian crises have
continued together with the political deterioration.

At the JPFP meeting on 10 December, Arakaki spoke in detail about Afghanistan, reporting
on the mission she undertakes every year. She noted that “after the Taliban regained power
in Afghanistan, the diplomatic corps from various countries temporarily left the country, but
Japan was one of the first diplomatic corps to return to Afghanistan, and this was highly
valued by other donor countries.” In response, JPFP Chair Yoko Kamikawa appreciated such
acknowledgement by UNFPA saying that “it is a critical point regarding the role of the
Government of Japan” in a country like Afghanistan. She went on to encourage the
Government of Japan to continue building on this experience as well as the reputation to
carry out the critical work in response to the dire needs on the ground in Afghanistan.

For details, please click.
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Japanese version of “State of World Population 2024” launched
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On 6 December 2024, UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo launched the Japanese version
of “State of World Population 2024 : Interwoven Lives, Threads of Hope - Ending Inequalities
in Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights.” English version was launched on 19 April
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2024. The translation this time was conducted with the technical support of three (3) experts
who formed the “Advisory Committee”: Dr. Yumie |keda (OB/GYN), Dr. Reiko Hayashi
(Director, National Institute of Population and Social Security Research), and Dr. Rintaro Mori
(University of Kyoto).

“State of World Population 2024” looks back on how the world has tackled issues related to
sexual and reproductive health and rights on the 30th anniversary of the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) held in Cairo in 1994.

Since the adoption of the Programme of Action at the ICPD, efforts to realize sexual and
reproductive health and rights have achieved great success:

Between 2000 and 2020, global maternal mortality declined by 34 per cent.

Births among girls aged 15 to 19 have fallen by around a third since 2000.

162 countries have passed laws against domestic violence.

Despite the remarkable gains, progress on issues such as bodily autonomy and reducing
maternal death has slowed — and in some places even reversed:

Between 2016 and 2020, the global annual reduction in maternal death was effectively zero.
Around 800 women still die every day while giving birth: nearly every one of those deaths is
preventable. A majority of these deaths are in developing countries.

The achievements since 1994 have been many but we must go further.

The Japanese version of “State of World Population 2024” can be downloaded here.

FTIHANRNEERD BEEFRKETLet’'s TalkIA> b

Let’s Talk! Event at Kwansei Gakuin University (KGU) on Technology-Facilitated
Gender-Based Violence
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UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo organized Let's Talk! event in collaboration with
Kwansei Gakuin University on 13 December at the Kwansei Gakuin University Sanda
Campus. The event focused on the topic of “Technology-facilitated Gender-Based Violence
(TFGBV)".

Let's Talk is an innovative platform created to tackle stigma and taboos around women’s
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health. It's a unique platform aiming to use conversation as a powerful tool to shift the
narrative around women'’s health and solicit concrete commitments for action. Let’s talk! is an
interactive platform movement that contributes to empowering women and gender equality
through expanding dialogue about “taboos,” “prejudices” and “preconceptions” related to
women’s health.

At this event, four experts deliberated on their expertise, responding to the questions
submitted by the KGU students ahead of time. The panel discussion was moderated by Dr.
Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Representation Office in Tokyo. The experts were: Dr. Yumie
Ikeda (SRHR Japan), Ms. Hikari Kokai (Wesley Zaidan), Ms. Michiyo Ono (JOICFP), Prof.
Atsuko Miwa (Kwansei Gakuin University).

Starting out with the definition of “technology-facilitated gender-based violence”, which is “the
use of information and communication technology to commit violence based on gender
prejudice”, the experts went on to discuss key issues of why such violence occurs, the
relationship between LGBTQ discrimination and digital violence, as well as the relationship
between digital violence and gender-based violence, etc..Throughout the panel discussion,
KGU students were engaged and interacting with the panellists using the digital app,
Mentimeter, providing real time feedback and reactions.
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UNFPA and Japan hand over vehicle and medical equipment to Kigoma, Tanzania
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#UNFPAthanksJAPAN

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Tanzania, in partnership with the Government
of Japan, officially handed over a vehicle and essential medical equipment to the Regional
Administrative Body in Kigoma. This significant handover underscores their shared
commitment to improving access to life-saving Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)
services for communities in need across the region.

There are several refugee camps in Kigoma Prefecture in northwestern Tanzania, including
one that was established more than 20 years ago and is said to be one of the largest refugee
camps in the world. It is home to over 200,000 refugees from neighboring countries such as
Burundi, but due to a lack of funding and other issues, they continue to be unable to access
adequate medical services.

The initiative is part of the Japan Supplementary Budget Project, which allocated USD
359,964 to UNFPA for a year-long project titled “Delivering Life-Saving Sexual and
Reproductive Health Interventions to Communities in Kigoma.”

For details, click.
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UNFPA sighned Memorandum of Cooperation with JICA for MHM Project in Tigray,
Ethiopia
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On 4 December 2024, UNFPA Ethiopia signed a Memorandum of Cooperation with Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) for the Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM)
Project in Tigray, Ethiopia.

This collaboration between UNFPA and JICA is established to empower women and girls
through menstrual health, hygiene and livelihood promotion in an inclusive co-creation
approach.

This project aims to focus on empowering women and girls by generating evidence on
menstrual health and hygiene management, fostering awareness on menstrual health and
hygiene management through workshops and the production of a short video and enhancing
livelihoods by providing training on producing reusable sanitary products.

In the wake of conflict and severe socio-economic challenges in the Tigray region, women
and adolescent girls remain disproportionately affected. Many of them lack access to
essential menstrual supplies, adequate facilities for menstrual health, and education on
menstrual hygiene. This gap leads to serious health risks, including reproductive and urinary
tract infections, which may result in infertility and complications during childbirth.

On the day of the signing ceremony and the following day, a workshop was held on MHM in
collaboration with UNFPA, JICA, Itochu Corporation, Be-A Japan, a partner company that
develops and sells sanitary panties, and MAA Garment & Textiles, a local company.

For details, click.
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