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UNFPA launches $1.4 billion appeal to safeguard the rights and well-being of
women and girls in crises
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UNFPA, the UN’s sexual and reproductive health agency, today launched its global appeal for
2025, seeking $1.4 billion to deliver life-saving reproductive health services and vital gender-
based violence prevention programmes to more than 45 million women, girls, and young
people across 57 crisis-affected countries. This appeal comes as an estimated 11 million
pregnant women will require urgent support in 2025.Afghanistan, Sudan, Occupied
Palestinian Territory, Yemen, Syrian Arab Republic are the countries most in need of
assistance.

In 2024, global crises displaced a record 122.6 million people, with women and girls
comprising half of those affected. For them, natural disasters and climate shocks carry
devastating consequences, as the risks of pregnancy and childbirth become life-threatening,
and incidents of gender-based violence, including rape, escalate sharply.

In 2024, insufficient funding created a staggering 75 percent resource gap across 34 crises.
As of October, UNFPA’'s 2024 appeal was 43 per cent funded

UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Natalia Kanem. “With this funding appeal, we are calling on the
international community to invest in the health and dignity of women and girls caught in crisis,
and to help build a future free from fear and violence.”

In the online launch of the global appeal for 2025, donor countries sent messages to the
appeal. From Japan, H.E. Ambassador Mikanagi Tomohiro, Deputy Permanent
Representative of Japan to the United Nations, said “2024 was being marked by an
increasing number of crises. 122.6 million people were forcibly displaced from their home due
to armed conflicts or with disasters and other emergencies. Many of these crises require
humanitarian responses on a scale. To respond to such crises, Japan has provided more
than 22 million US dollars in funding in 2024, across 19 conflicts and crises affected
countries. Japan hopes UNFPA will continue to strengthen its role in humanitarian
emergencies.”

“On the frontlines, we see the devastating impact of underfunded responses every day,” said
Shoko Arakaki, Director of UNFPA's Humanitarian Response Division. “Women and girls in
some of the world’s most neglected crises endure unimaginable hardship. This appeal is
about ensuring that no one is left behind, no matter how remote or underfunded their
circumstances.”
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UNFPA and Japan sign $3.3 million assistance to Protect Rohingya Refugee and
Host Community in Bangladesh
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On 22 October, The Government of Japan has committed $3.3 million USD to support
UNFPA’s services to empower Rohingya Refugee women and girls as well as the surrounding
host communities in Bangladesh.

The Rohingya people are predominantly Muslims living in the western Myanmar state of
Rakhine. However, they have long been denied recognition as "nationals" and have faced
discrimination and persecution within Myanmar. In particular, in August 2017, a large-scale
violence against the Rohingya occurred, causing over 750,000 Rohingya to flee to
neighboring countries, including Bangladesh.

The contribution of the Government of Japan supports UNFPA's project, which is titled
“Advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda for Displaced Persons from Myanmar
and Host Communities in Cox's Bazar and Noakhali Districts,” aims to strengthen Sexual
and Reproductive Health (SRH), Gender Based Violence (GBV) prevention and response
services for women and girls, including child marriage prevention and engagement with
adolescents and youths for transformative changes in SRH and GBV outcomes in the climate
change affected districts of Cox’s Bazar and Noakhali.



During the signing ceremony at the Embassy of Japan in Dhaka, H.E. Mr. lwama Kiminori,
Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh, said “| was impressed by observing the previous
UNFPA project site this year. While many women and girls are suffering from reproductive
and maternal health problems and GBV due to the protracted Rohingya crisis, assistance to
those areas has been relatively scarce. | hope that this assistance will contribute to the
protection of women and girls, their dignity, and improvement of their quality of life.”

“With the generous support of Japan, UNFPA is able to work with the Government of
Bangladesh to scale up lifesaving SRH, and GBV services and strengthen linkages between
key health facilities in Cox's Bazar and Noakhali districts.” said Masaki Watabe,
Representative a.i. of UNFPA Bangladesh during the signing ceremony.

Since the beginning of the emergency in August 2017, Japan has been contributing over USD
$220 million to UN agencies as well as NGOs in Bangladesh, including through this new
funding.

[ Photo] H.E. Mr. Iwama Kiminori, Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh and Masaki
Watabe, Representative a.i. of UNFPA Bangladesh during the signing ceremony at the
Embassy of Japan in Dhaka

BABAR. S48 FTF0LETBE%ZFSUNFPADEID $HAIC
497TH FIlZz%iE

Japan: Grant Aid to protect and empower women in Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao in the Philippines
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On October 29, the Government of Japan and UNFPA Philippines signed and exchanged
notes concerning the grant aid project for the Protection and Empowerment of Women for
Addressing Women's Health Needs and Responding to Gender based violence (GBV) in
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (grant provision of up to 724 million
yen, approximately $490 thousand USD).

In Mindanao, women's rights tend to be suppressed, mainly due to the still unstable security
situation caused by the long-standing conflict.

The Philippine National Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS) conducted in 2022 found
that 5.6% of women aged 15-49 in Mindanao have experienced GBV.



This project aims to establish facilities to protect and support women and other vulnerable
groups from GBV and an obstetrics and gynecology clinic that responds to violence in the
Bangsamoro region of Mindanao, and to provide vocational training and education for leaders
in advocacy for women's rights and health care in these facilities. The project will improve
access to medical facilities, preventing and eradicating violence, and promoting the
empowerment of women in the region.

[Photo] The signing ceremony was witnessed by the ministers of BARMM
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Experts emphasis on effectiveness of HPV vaccine : TEAL BLUE JAPAN Campaign
2024
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On 6th November, Dr.Eiko Narita, Chief of the UNFPA Representative Office in Japan,
participated in the “TEAL BLUE JAPAN Campaign 2024” held at the House of
Representatives Members’ Office Building. The event featured expert discussions on the
effectiveness of the HPV vaccine in preventing cervical cancer, the current state of
vaccination in Japan, and the importance of educational and awareness-raising activities
about the vaccine across all regions of the world.

Drawing on her experience with UNFPA, Dr. Narita shared insights into the current state of
global cervical cancer screening programs. She highlighted barriers to HPV vaccination in
countries like Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Yemen, advocating for the enhancement of IT support
for data management, improvements in healthcare policies, and the need to eliminate
discrimination and stigma.

This campaign was a valuable opportunity, as all participants, including campaign
ambassadors, reaffirmed the importance of vaccination and demonstrated a strong
commitment to advocacy efforts.

[Photo] Photo session by the participants of TEAL BLUE JAPAN campaign 2024
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Uprooted: Resilience in crisis --International Day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women
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Nov 25 is International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.The theme of this
year is #Uprooted: Resilience in crisis. 122.6 million people around the world are forcibly
displaced. We focus on the women and girls who are forcible displaced for this year and were
sending messages for 16 days from November 25 to December 10.

Women and girls uprooted by conflicts, crises face an increased risk of gender-based
violence. Despite the serious and at times fatal effects of gender-based violence, it is still not
prioritized with enough urgency amid crisis.

Last year UNFPA provided services and protection from gender-based violence for 6 million
people. We established 1,000 safe spaces offering comprehensive services, including legal
aid and psychosocial support. And we are continually investing in long-term prevention
strategies that address gender inequality and root causes that fuel cycles of violence.

UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Natalia Kanem said in her statement, “It will take all of us to
ensure that women and girls everywhere can navigate their futures safely and without fear.
They must know that the world stands by their side, just as UNFPA does every day."
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Let’s Talk! Event at Kwansei Gakuin University on 13 December
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UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office will organize Let's Talk! event in collaboration with
Kwansei Gakuin University on 13 December, Friday. The event, which will start at 15:10, will
be open for all.

Let's Talk is an innovative platform created to tackle stigma and taboos around women’s
health. It's a unique platform aiming to use conversation as a powerful tool to shift the
narrative around women'’s health and solicit concrete commitments for action. Let’s talk! is an
interactive platform movement that contributes to empowering women and gender equality
through expanding dialogue about “taboos,” “prejudices” and “preconceptions” related to
women’s health.

This event will be held at Kwansei Gakuin University Sanda Campus, and feature on the topic
of “Technology-facilitated Gender-Based Violence.

In this event, the panel discussion will be an interactive dialogue between the four experts
and KGU students by sharing their opinions. The experts are: Dr. Yumie lkeda (SRHR
Japan), Ms. Hikari Kokai (Wesley Zaidan), Ms. Michiyo Ono (JOICFP), Prof. Atsuko Miwa
(Kwansei Gakuin University).

The panel discussion will be a two-way conversation between experts and students, with
everyone sharing their simple questions and opinions.

It is also possible to participate online.
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