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Ensuring rights and choices for all
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Emphasizing significance of “Investing in human capital”: UNFPA Executive
Director says at the Summit of the Future
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World leaders gathered at the Summit of the Future, which was held on 22 and 23 September
at the United Nations. They adopted the Pact of the Future including 56 actions for the global
agenda to be solved in the face of a world that has changed dramatically.
In the Summit of the Future, the world leaders made statements, including UNFPA Executive
Director Dr. Natalia Kanem. Dr. Kanem said that demographic shifts - population growth,
ageing, migration - are reshaping our world and our future. In addition, she emphasized that
our focus must be on people, which means investing in human capital, including the
empowerment of women and young people, yields significant returns with ripple effects
across generations.
The Pact of the Future covers a broad range of issues including peace and security,
sustainable development, climate change, digital cooperation, human rights, gender, youth
and future generations, and the transformation of global governance. It is the most wide-
ranging international agreement in many years. The Pact includes a Global Digital Compact
and a Declaration on Future Generations. Dr. Kanem also mentioned that as we work to
bridge the digital divide, our task is to ensure technology fosters empowerment and gender

equality rather than perpetuating violence.
(Photo] Dr. Kanem at UNGA79 - Summit of The Future Youth Action Day

A AR AT

Governments and philanthropies commit US$350 Million for SRH supplies and
services worldwide at “Investing the Future"
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On 24 September, UNFPA, FP2030, the Gates Foundation, and Children’s Investment Fund
Foundation (CIFF) hosted a high-level side event “Investing the Future: Unlocking
Sustainable Financing for Sexual and Reproductive Health” at the UN General Assembly. As
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part of the global effort to secure sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) for all,
governments and philanthropies have committed approximately US$350 million in new
investments to expand access to family planning and sexual and reproductive health
services.

“Investing in reproductive health supplies is a ‘best buy for development, empowering
women, improving maternal and newborn health outcomes, and uplifting economies,” said Dr.
Natalia Kanem, Executive Director of UNFPA = photo.

The contributions to UNFPA alone have the potential to reach more than 28 million people
with reproductive health care, prevent more than 8 million unintended pregnancies, avert
more than 2 million unsafe abortions, and save the lives of up to 9000 women and girls.
Domestic financing commitments include: ¥ The Kyrgyz Republic announced US$119,000 to
domestic resources for family planning commodities. ¥ The Republic of Madagascar
announced a US$15 million government contribution to procure quality-assured
contraceptives and maternal health medicines through UNFPA. ¥ Nepal announced a
US$600,000 government contribution to purchase quality-assured contraceptives.

Financing commitments from international donors include: ¥ Canada announced US$84
million commitment to SRHR projects. ¥ CIFF announced a US$100 million commitment to
the Sahel and Democratic Republic of Congo ¥ Norway announced a US$12.3 million
commitment to the UNFPA Supplies Partnership over 2 years. ¥ Spain announced a US$18
million commitment to UNFPA.
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Impact Investing for Global Health: Emphasizing the importance of SRHR -
UNFPA Deputy Executive Director
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On 24 September, a high-level panel discussion was held as a side event of the 79th UN
General Assembly, on the theme of strategic investment in global health. It was organised by
the “Initiative for Impact Investing for Global Health (Triple 1) 7, an entity established at the G7
Summit in Hiroshima, and co-hosted by the Japanese Government. UNFPA Deputy Executive
Director Programme Diene Keita participated as panellist and emphasised the role and
importance of sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) in achieving global health
goals.
The “Triple I”, launched and endorsed at the G7 Hiroshima Summit in 2023 under the
leadership of the Japanese government, aims to mobilise private capital through social
impact investment to solve global health issues focusing on lower and middle income
countries.
The event reflected on the progress made so far since its inception and focused on the key
issues to facilitate financing on global health for concrete and greater social impact. It also
shed light on how the public and private sectors can further reinforce partnership to make
impact investment more effective.
The Deputy Executive Director Programme noted that to have zero preventable maternal
death, zero gender-based violence and harmful practice and zero unmet need in family
planning, as high as 226billion USD is needed and to ensure that no one is “left behind”.
Thus, she emphasised the criticality of partnership between both sectors, public and private,
in a current financial climate where the Official Development Assistance (ODA) is dwindling.
She also emphasised that sexual and reproductive health (SRH) is at the core of achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), noting how SRH and various social protection
issues are linked; and how having a holistic understanding and approach is critical in
achieving these development goals. She demonstrated this point by raising a maternal health
example of obstetric fistula and how women who need surgery for the repair also need good
nutrition to undergo such an operation. She concluded by reinforcing the importance of
partnership between the sectors to ensure resources are leveraged to create visible impact
on the ground, thus leading to "kaizen" in our societies.

[Photo above] Session of "Triple I"/ Dr. Keizo Takemi (Left, then Minister of Health, Labor
and Welfare,) and Ms. Keita [Photo below] Participants of "Triple I" including Dr, Takemi
(6th from right) amd Ms. Keita (7th from right)
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Sri Lanka: UNFPA and Japan hand over 278 computers to MOWCA to strengthen
GBYV referral systems
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In a significant step towards enhancing services for survivors of gender-based violence
(GBV) in Sri Lanka, UNFPA Sri Lanka in partnership with the Japanese government, officially
handed over 278 computers (USD 260,000) to the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs
(MOWCA).
The computers will be utilized by Women Development Units to regularly update the new
GBYV referral services database. This database set to be up and live in the coming months,
will include vital information such as the names of service provider organizations, types of
services available, and focal point contact details at the district levels. It is expected that the
data base will enable Women Development Officers, Counselling Assistants and Child Rights
Promotion Officers at Women Development Units to swiftly and accurately refer survivors to
appropriate support services within their localities.

[Photo] Kunle Adeniyi, UNFPA Sri Lanka Representative handed over the laptops to Ms.
Yamuna Perera, Secretary to the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs.
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Lebanon: “The medical mobile unit may have saved my life ” UNFPA and Japan
enhance integrated and lifesaving GBV and SRH services
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With funding from Japan, and in partnership with the Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSA), the
Social Workers’ Syndicate in Lebanon, Caritas, and Amel association, UNFPA in Lebanon is
enhancing integrated and lifesaving Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Sexual and
Reproductive Health (SRH) services to respond to the escalating needs of women and girls
across the country.
As part of this effort, UNFPA is supporting five (5) medical mobile units, two women and girls’
safe spaces, and one primary health care centre in the North, South and Mount Lebanon
governorates. The services provide SRH medical consultations including maternal care and
family planning, GBV case management, and psycho-social support and those in need
receive these services for free.
A Lebanese woman who could no longer afford gynaecologist consultations following the
2019 nationwide economic crisis in the country visited the medical mobile unit. For a long
time she suffered physical discomfort because she could not afford to see a medical
profession, thus could not access needed medical attention. During this free-of-charge
consultation, the doctor not only detected infections that could have developed into serious
complications if remained untreated, but also provided the needed treatment. “This medical
mobile unit may have saved my life,” she said.

[Photo] Women and girls from all nationalities receive sexual & reproductive health and
GBV services, including awareness raising sessions / Social Development Center, Beirut
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