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August 19 World Humanitarian Day 2024
Most dangerous condition on record for aid workers in the conflict areas
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Humanitarian aid workers including medical and health workers are targets of violence in conflict
zones around the world. Health facilities, including maternity hospitals, are being destroyed and
looted in conflict zones around the world, claiming the lives of or injuring people in need of
medical care, including women and children, as well as those who work there. The killing or
kidnapping and detention of health workers in conflict zones have soared to unprecedented
levels; 2023 was the most dangerous year on record for aid workers, and 2024 is set to be even
worse.

Facts and figures:

[Civilian death]

In 2023, the United Nations recorded at least 33,443 civilian deaths in armed conflicts in 14
contexts. The proportion of women and children killed doubled and tripled, respectively, as
compared with 2022. In 2023, 4 out of every 10 civilians killed in conflicts were women, and 3 out
of 10 were children.

[Attacks on health care]

In 2023 1,520 attacks on health care were recorded by WHO resulting in the deaths of at least
750 patients and health workers, and 1,250 injuries. This marks the highest number of annual
casualties that WHO has recorded since it started tracking attacks in 2015. In 2024 over 700
attacks have been verified.

[Gaza]

Since the war in Gaza began in October 2023, there have been 492 attacks on health care in the
Gaza Strip. For the 50,000 pregnant women this has been catastrophic.

[Sudan]

Close to 80% of hospitals in conflict-affected states in Sudan are no longer working. More than
85,000 displaced pregnant women who are expected to give birth in the next three months are
struggling to access health care, but maternal and child health care have been discontinued in
many areas.

Attacks on health facilities, health workers and those seeking care are outright violations of
international humanitarian law.

On World Humanitarian Day, UNFPA called on world leaders to make the protection of health
facilities, health workers and the people they serve a priority. The international community must
take concrete steps now to stop attacks on health care, end impunity for perpetrators and
impose consequences for breaches of international law.
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Japan: UNFPA Tokyo host Workshop on “Digital Data Management Partnership” with NEC
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UNFPA Tokyo Representation Office (TRO) organised a partnership meeting with NEC, a private
sector technology company, “Digital Data Management Partnership”, during 7th and 8th August
in Tokyo. This meeting focused on the digital technology of a beneficiary data management
system - its design as well as application in the field, especially discussing how to capitalise such
a tool to accelerate and scale up humanitarian and nexus programme delivery. The meeting also
focused on how to better make use of the data that is obtained through the use of this
technology in a more real time manner.

The meeting was attended by approximately 25 participants, gathering experts not only from
NEC's Global Relations Department’s Social Impact Business Group, NEC India, NEC XON, but
also from various layers of UNFPA, such as from the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific,
country offices of Nigeria, and Sri Lanka, and the Headquarters of Information Technology
Solutions Office (ITSO) and the Humanitarian Response Division. Also a representative from the
Gates Foundation participated in the meeting as a civil society entity working closely with UNFPA
around the world. The workshop was conducted in a hybrid format, with online participants from
the African and Asia Pacific regions.

During the workshop, various opinions were exchanged, which resulted in a general consensus
around some of the key important principles of a global solution and design for UNFPA's
beneficiary data management system. Further discussion delved on the importance of building
the culture of digital literacy at all levels of UNFPA, especially at the country office level. Shortly
after this meeting, country offices of Nigeria and Sri Lanka will be working to integrate a
beneficiary data management system into their project while the Tokyo Representation Office will
continue to facilitate discussions with NEC to realise such integration.

I—3 v : FEEDAMEICEREDREREA
O SEN  IE

Marshall Islands: Introduce “game-changer” HPV DNA testing for cervical cancer with support of
Chugai Pharmaceuticals
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The Republic of Marshall Islands (RMI) government has launched a National Policy and Action
Plan for Cervical Cancer Elimination (2024-2030), developed in partnership with the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Pacific on July 24, 2024. Cervical cancer is one of the most
prevalent cancers affecting women in the country. UNFPA is intensifying its support to the fight
against cervical cancer in the Pacific region, with the generous funding support of the Chugai
Pharmaceuticals (Tokyo).

Cervical cancer is posing a critical threat to women in this county, despite the fact that an
effective combination of vaccination, screening and treatment can drastically reduce the
incidence. The country grapples with one of the highest cervical cancer incidences in the world
with 70 cases per 100,000 women in 2020, five times higher than the global average.

The Marshall Islands’ National Policy introduced the human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA testing as
a “gold standard” screening method. HPV DNA testing is a highly sensitive test and offers a high
precision, more accurate and reliable method for detecting high-risk HPV strains.

Traditional screening methods have faced challenges in RMI due to limited healthcare
infrastructure. By adopting HPV DNA testing, the country aims to increase screening coverage to
70% of women aged 25-60, doubling from the current level (37%), to foster earlier detection and
treatment of precancerous lesions.

The new project that starts in RMI in October 2024 entitled “Introduction of an HPV DNA Test
and Treat Project” aims to screen approximately 8,000 women and girls for HPV, covering most
of the target women in the Marshall Islands.
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Ethiopia: Japanese government support for lifesaving reproductive health services for more than
80,000 women and girls
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A significant impact to some of the most vulnerable women and girls in the Amhara region was
achieved through a project funded by the Government of Japan and implemented in partnership
with the Government of Ethiopia. Through this collaboration, UNFPA provided essential sexual




and reproductive health services, as well as efforts on the prevention and response to gender-
based violence incidents, more specifically to 82,264 women and girls in hard-to-reach areas.
UNFPA Ethiopia released a video containing a summary of the project as well as powerful
testimonies of beneficiary women and girls on the life-changing interventions that were made
possible through Japan’s funding. The 3-minute video can be viewed here.

In Ethiopia, the conflicts displaced 9 million people and more than 400,000 people in Amhara
and Benishangul-Gumuz Regions, the target regions of this project, respectively. The project
was implemented in five areas of these two regions from February to December 2023, providing
reproductive health information and services, gender-based violence (GBV) prevention, and
support and mental health care to survivors to more than 80,000 women and girls.

In the video, Takako Ito, former Ambassador of Japan to Ethiopia, who visited the center where
the GBV survivors live, saw the women at the center regain their lives under the care of the staff
and said, “After being given a good care and good love by the staff, they (the women) come to
life and they blossom. Seeing their smiles that really will warm my heart. Wow what a difference
that human love can make.”

UNFPA Ethiopia Office Director Kofi Kouame added, “I would like to appreciate our government
Partners, the Ethiopian Midwife Association and particularly the people

of Japan for the longstanding partnership with UNFPA. It not only saves the life of women and
girls but also ensures the dignity of women and girls.”
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Sri Lanka : UNFPA Sri Lanka and Japan host Training for Public Officials on Gender Equality &
Women's Empowerment
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UNFPA Sri Lanka, in collaboration with the Ministry of Public Administration, Home Affairs,
Provincial Councils and Local Government, conducted a two-day training on gender equality and
women’s empowerment for the public officials. This training, conducted on 13th and 14th June
in Colombo, was supported by the Embassy of Japan, which brought together public officials
from various municipal councils.

This training underscored the importance of equipping public sector officials with the necessary
knowledge, skills and attitudes to champion the principles of gender equality and women’s
empowerment. UNFPA Sri Lanka plans to integrate the training manual used for this two-day
programme into the curricula of the Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration (SLIDA)
and the Sri Lanka Institute of Governance and Administration (SLIGA) with the view to equipping
the new recruits with better understanding of gender equality.
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